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I have every reason to believe that the human heart is a mnaway horse now.
What surprises me most in western thought is the almost complete absence of a philosophy of peace, by which I mean of peace, not merely as a hope in some Utopian future, but peace as a normal condition of living* in the present, as applied to the home, the nation, and the world. For instance, the technique of peaceful living, of domestic peace, national peace, and world peace, is hardly ever developed. Western social thought is either economics or political science. To me it is less satisfying than eating a juicy apple.
The technique of peace in the social and political sciences is either the equal distribution of goods, the balance of production and consumption and of import and export, or checks and balances, or the regalia of courts of justice and the rights and obligations arising out of scraps of paper, sworn to and notarized according to the due process of law. Society is conceived as an agglomeration of heterogeneous and conflicting interests brought to live at peace with one another by the mechanism of law courts which operate to eliminate excesses of liberty; in more liberal quarters, this concept is softened and extended to include moral restraint, or the restraint of the unwritten law and public sentiment, with which Confucianism entirely agrees. In general, however, the western view of society and politics is legalistic and mathematical, like the point ration coupons. Apart from the generous motivating forces of religion, the legal concept of a man living within the law is hardly a flattering theory of human life in which the bachelor banker becomes the ideal citizen because as a banker he successfully dodges the taxes and as a bachelor he successfully lodges the women.
But even more than legalistic, the western view of the